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T O 
The Worthy INHABITANTS 
OF THE 


City of OXFORD, 
And the Reſt of the ConTriBuToORs 
To the CHARITY-SCRHOOI 


Supported within that CIT, 


The following DISCOURSE, 


Preach'd and Publiſh'd with a Friendly Inten- 
tion to promote Good-Will and Good Works 


amongſt Them, 
Is 
With all due Reſpect 


Inſcrib'd 


By the AUT H OR. 
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Mark X. 13, &c. 


— They brought young Children to Him 
that Fe ſhould touch them; and His 
Diſciples rebuked thoſe that brought 
them; but when Teſus ſaw it, He 
was much diſpleaſed, and ſaid unto 
them, ſuffer the little Children to come 
unto me and forbid them not, for of 

* fuch is the Kingdom of God; verily J 
ſay unto you, whoſoever ſhall not re- 
cerve the Kingdom of God as a little 
Child, he ſhall not enter therein; and 
He took them up in His Arms, put 
His Hands upon them, and bleſſed 


them. 


HIS Scripture has been often read in 
yourEars; and is never read, one would 
think, in compaſſionate and tender 
Ears without finding its way into the 
Heart, and exciting the moſt affectionate Senſa- 
tions there, The Author of our Faith, who went 


1 A about 


[2] 


about doing Good, and is repreſented to us under 
every amiable Appearance of this ſort, is no 
where plac'd in a more ſtriking Light, or with 
ſtronger Tokens of a benevolent Diſpoſition than 
here, compaſſionating and befriending the harm- 
leſs and helpleſs and moſt expos'd Part of the 
Species. The Evangeliſt informs us, They brought 
Young Children to Chriſt, not meer Infants, I 
ſuppoſe, but Children of ſome Growth, and ad- 
vancing into Youth : Who brought them, is not 
ſaid, nor is it material ; their Parents, moſt pro- 
bably, or Kinsfolks, or ſome good Friend or o- 
ther affectionately concern'd for their Welfare, 
and willing to do them a valuable Piece of Ser- 
vice. Their Intent in bringing them implies as 
much; They brought young Children to Chriſt that 
He ſbou d touch them, ſhould take kind Notice 
of them, regard them with an Eye of Tender- 
neſs and Complacency, and in the Overflowings 
of His Heart beſtow ſome Bleſſing upon them. 
Petitioners of every ſort they had ſeen, or had 
been told, we may ſuppoſe, were moſt graciouſly 
receiv'd, aſſiſted and ſuccour'd as their ſeveral 
Caſes requir'd; and what Reafon to imagine, 
that ſuch little Innocents ſhould not come in for 
their Share of Favour, No doubt the beneficent 
Jeſus would regard their Caſe among the reſt, 
would conſider them as juſt coming abroad in- 

to 
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to a dangerous and wicked World, and entering 
on a Courſe full of Incertitude; and be inclin'd 
in ſuch Circumſtances to wiſh them well, to 
give them ſome uſeful Cautions and Directions, 
or perhaps utter ſome kind Words over them, 
which might ſtick to them for the reſt of their 
Days, and give a fortunate Caſt and Colour to 
their whole Lives. In ſome ſuch Manner I ſup- 
poſe Affection to have dictated to them; and 
the Sentiment was rational, and became them, 
as did the conſiderate well-intended Act that 
follow'd it. So great Faith join'd with ſo gene- 
rous Affection, one would have thought, ſhould 
have entitled them to a civil Reception at leaſt 
from every one who pretended to call himſelf a 
Diſciple of that bleſſed Maſter. But All have 
not Humanity, or Hearts ſuſceptible of the ſoft- 
er Paſſions. The Diſciples, tis plain, had not; 
they had not as yet learnt this Leſſon, either from 
our Lord's Precepts or the ſtronger Influence 
of His moſt beneficent Example. For their In- 
civility, to call it no worſe, ſhew'd itſelf on this 
very improper Occaſion; They rebuked thoſe that 
brought them, gave them harſh and forbidding 
Language ſome ſuch as this — Why trouble 
you the Maſter ? He may not be incommoded 
and interrupted with ſuch importunate Suit- 
* ors; He has been all the day conferring 

A 2 “Favours; 


[4] 


« Favours; or, He is otherwiſe employ'd ; or, 
ce there are other and more worthy Objects to 
« be firſt ſerv'd.” In ſuch Manner is reſpectful 
modeſt Merit oftentimes repuls'd by officious 
mean-ſpirited Dependents; of whoſe Coming 
were the Maſter made acquainted, He would 
embrace it with an Qverflowing of Tenderneſs 
and Affection. Noble Minds are ever gentle 
and acceſſible, and of ſuch ſweet and affable 
Deportment as illiberal contracted Hearts are 
quite Strangers to. The preſent Caſe may ſerve 
for a Proof of this. Our Lord ſeemingly taken 
up about other Matters yet ſaw all that paſs d. 
No Occafions of Benificence could eſcape Him 
howſoever employ'd. He ſaw the Diſciples rude 
and diſobliging Behaviour, and ſaw it with much 
and juſt Diſpleaſure. It ſhock'd His generous 
Soul to ſee that any one of Human Kind, and 
much more that any among His Followers, that 
had heard the gracious Words of His Mouth, 
and been Eye-Witneſſes of the Wonders of His 
Mercy, could be ſo devoid of every tender Feel- 
ing. When Teſus ſaw it, He was much diſpleas'd : 
I find Him no where ſo much diſpleas d, as 
when any thing favouring of Inhumanity hap- 
pens to come in His Way. You may remem- 
ber how ſharply He rebuk'd His Diſciples, the 
ſame Diſciples, tis not improbable, the ſame at 
leaſt 


L 5 ] 


leaſt in Temper and Diſpoſition, when they 
would have call'd for Fire from Heaven to re- 
quite a Diſcourteſy that chanc'd to be offer'd 
Him — *©« Ye know not what Manner of Spirit 
« You are of.” The Reproof is not very unlike 
here, and ſeems to ſay — « Ye know not what 
« Religion or Profeſſion You are of; for if Ye 
did, You could never think of ſhewing any 
e Unkindneſs to theſe Little Ones; who are, in 
e Sweetneſs and Simplicity both of Mind and 
« Manners, Patterns for all ſuch as would be 
« Partakers of my Goſpel. If Ye be my Diſci- 


* ples indeed, in Sincerity and not in Pretence 


* only, ſhew that You are ſo by Gentleneſs 
« and Goodneſs, ſpecially to ſuch fit Objocts, 
* whom inſtead of diſcouraging be ſure to re- 
« ceive with Kindneſs, and take all Occaſions of 
« introducing them to me; Suffer the little Chil- 
ce dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, for 
« of ſuch is the Kingdom of God.” The Senti- 
ment is moſt beautiful both for the Seaſonable- 
neſs and Significancy of it. Our Lord, who well 
knew how to make uſe of every fuch Occaſion 
to the beſt Purpoſes of Inſtruction, inculcates it 
accordingly with a more than ordinary Force 


and Vehemence. *©« Yerily I ſay unto You (direct- 


ing His Diſcourſe, we are to ſuppoſe, not to 
the Diſciples only, but to the whole Aſſembly 
that 


SY 


« ſhall not receive thy Kingdom of God as a little 
« Child, he ſhall not enter therein. Mark what I 
« ſay, theſe are the Creatures You mult endeavour 
ce to imitate and be like in tractable and docile 
« Diſpoſition, in Humility and Harmleſsneſs, in 
« Innocence of Act and of Intention, if Ye would 
« be my Diſciples, or expect any Benefit from 
« that Relation.” This is the Purport of our 
Lord's Admonition ; and, to give it the greater 
Weight, it is follow'd immediately with ſuch 
an Overflowing of Benevolence, ſuch expreſſive 
Tokens of Tenderneſs and Endearment, as none 
but a Heart habituated to the moſt refin'd Af- 
fection could poſſibly diftate, none but a Heart 
hardned and fortified againſt all Impreſſions of 
Humanity can even read at this time of day 
without Emotion and ſympathizing Concern. 
He took them up in His Arms, put His Hands up- 
on them, and bleſſed them. As a Brother and Par- 
taker of the ſame common Nature He cordially 
embrac'd them, as their Inſtructor and Saviour 
He authoritatively pronounc'd a Bleſſing upon 
them, bid them be Good and Virtuous, and be 
Happy for their Pains. 

How beautiful is Humanity in the Act, the 
very Recital whereof can ſo affect and charm us. 
It is never more beautiful than when contraſted, 
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as here, with oppoſite Acts of Moroſeneſs and 
Auſterity, which ſerve to ſet it off, and give it 
an additional Luſtre and Lovelineſs. Something 
too there is in the Choice of the Object that 
gives Grace and Recommendation to the Action. 
Children of all others ſeem the beſt entitled to 
our Benevolence and Favour. They come into 
the World, Naturaliſts have obſerv'd, the moſt 
helpleſs of all Creatures, and remain ſo for ſome 
conſiderable Time in it, wholly dependent on 
the Aid of others. As the get forward into Life 
freſh Difficulties preſent themſelves, and the 
World lies in wait with a Variety of Tempta- 
tions, too unequal often to their little Strength 
and Experience, With the beſt Seaſonings and 


Preparations of Inſtruction much ado they have 


to maintain the Confli againſt the Sollicitations 
of outward Objects, and the importunate De- 
mands of their own Paſſions, which preſs with 
Violence upon them, and are impatient of Con- 
troul. For Reaſon lies as yet in a manner dor- 
mant, or at beſt in an infirm and feeble State, 
unqualified to diſpute its Title, and much leſs 
in a Condition to obtain the Maſtery. So that 


while Others become Objects of our Compaſ- 


ſion by meer Accident, and too often by their 
own ſad Miſconduct, Children are ſo by the ve- 
ry Condition of their Nature ; and the good Au- 


thor 


14 
thor of Nature in kind Relief, as it ſhould 
ſeem, of their helpleſs State has retain'd all of 
us in their Favour ; has, by a Principle of Com- 
paſſion implanted in our Conſtitution, contriv'd 
to balance their Imbecillities with the Strength 
of Others, and thus enabled them in ſome ſort 
to conflict with the Difhculties of Life. There 
is ſomething in their very Forms affecting, be- 
fore maturer Age and Acquaintance with a 
naughty World have hardned the outward Fea- 
ture, as well as diſtorted the inward Diſpoſition ; 
there is a Softneſs and Sweetneſs in the Counte- 
nances of moſt Children, Tokens of the hidden 
Temper, which engage our Attention and con- 
ciliate our Regard. Benign and compaſſionate 
Natures are the moſt ſenſible of this, but all of 
us, who have not parted with our Humanity, 
feel ſomething of it ; we perceive an Inclination, 
not only in the caſe of Kindred or Family-Con- 
nection and Acquaintance, but on the ſcore of 
our common Nature we perceive an almoſt in- 
voluntary Inclination to compaſſionate them, to 
wiſh them well, and a ſafe and ſmooth Paſſage 
through Life. Whether this be owing, as I ſaid 
before, to a Principle of Compaſſion implant- 
ed in us, and exerting itſelf independently of 
Thought or Reflection; or whether tis the Ap- 
pearance of untainted Innocence that charms us; 


or 
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or the Helpleſsneſs of their Condition in the 
midſt of Danger that moves our'Pity ; or, laſtly, 
whether there be ſomewhat of a Fellow-feeling 
in the Caſe, that inclines us to regard thoſe who 
have the ſame Dangers and Difficulties to go 
through, which we ourſelves, at that time of 
Life, remember to have ſuffer'd by or to have 
fortunately eſcap d; whatever be the Cauſe, ſin- 
gle or combin'd, the Effect, I think, is beyond 
diſpute: a general Good-will and Regard pre- 
vail in us towards this Part of our Species. 
The moſt unfeeling Wretch upon Earth could 
never find in his Heart ſurely to harbour an ill 
Wiſh to the Prejudice of little Children. No, 
we affect them all kindly; on occaſions of the 


moſt caſual Intercourſe we are ready with our 
Bleſſed Saviour in the Text, if not with the 


ſame good Effect yet with ſomewhat of a ſimi- 
lar good Intention, to take them up in our Arms, 
to put our Hands upon them, and bleſs them. 
And, if we attend thereto, certain Tokens with- 
in our own Breaſts will tell us this is right ; and 
conſider it ever ſo long, we ſhall find it to be 
amiable becoming Conduct, a rational and ſuit- 
able Reſpect to our common Nature, and to 
Him that made us. 


Compaſſion then is a Debt due to the State 


of Childhood in general, and what we owe to 


B our- 


[ 10] 
Ourſelves as well as to thoſe helpleſs Objects. 
But if to the neceſſary Infirmities and Inconve- 
niences of their Nature there be the additional 
Weight of other accidental Misfortunes if Child- 
ren ſo helpleſs and neceſſitous in themſelves are 
the unhappy Offspring of as neceſſitous and help- 
leſs Parents; if as they advance into Life, and 
need all manner of Aſſiſtance to carry them on 
in their Courſe, there is yet no Aſſiſtance to be 
had, but wretched Poverty to contend with a- 
midſt many other ſad Hardſhips ; if when they 
moſt want the Advice and Direction of a diſcreet 
Parent, they be left Orphans, or are truly Or- 
phans to all the Purpoſes of Want and Deſtitu- 
tion, here is a hard Caſe indeed, a further and 
a louder Call on our Compaſſion, ſuch as one 
would think it could hardly be deaf to. Here 
are poor Creatures, poor Fellow-Creatures, en- 
dued with Powers and Faculties as valuable and 
as improveable as thoſe of the wealthieſt among 
us, ſent into the World utterly unprovided, in 
a Way to be loſt to themſelves and every one 
elſe, encompaſs'd about with Difficulties, and 
with a ſcarce a Probability on their Side. Leave 
them to their hard Fortune, and what will be 
the Event? why here and there One perhaps, 
by dint-of a thorough good Diſpoſition and as 
notable a Reſolution, will buſtle his Way thro”, 
and 
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and work out a hard and laborious Livelihood ; 
but much the greater Part will turn out idle 
and thoughtleſs Vagabonds, or, which is worſe, 
wicked and abandon'd Profligates, the Plagues 
and Peſts of Society. Let now Chriſtian Chari- 
ty condeſcend to take theſe poor Objects by the 
Hand, and ſee the wide Difference. Thoſe, for 
whom and from whom You had every thing 
before to fear, are now in a hopeful and pro- 
miſing Condition, and in a fair Way to make 
good Servants, good Subjects, good Fellow-Ci- 
tizens, worthy and valuable Men in every Re- 
lation of Life. Nay there have been Thoſe, who 
with the Help of ſuch Encouragements have 
broke through the Obſcurity of their Birth, and 
by their admirable Endowments ſhone forth 
eminent and diſtinguiſh'd Ornaments of their 
Country. Theſe are uncommon Inſtances, tis 
true ; but if Innocence, and Induſtry, and So- 
briety can be ſecur d, or promoted in any good 
meaſure by theſe Means, they are great Points, 
and worthy every one's Attention ſurely. And 
it ought to be Matter of much Comfort as well 
as of Encouragement to us to conſider, with 
what Aſſiduity Chriſtian Charity has been at 
Work in the ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom to 
make decent and ſuitable Proviſion for poor 
Children; whereto good and pious Perſons, con- 

B 2 vinc'd 


[ 22 ] 
vinc'd of the ineſtimable Benefit of ſuch Charity 
both to the Children themſelves and the Com- 
munity they belong to, have bequeath'd large 
Legacies, and ſometimes their whole Fortunes ; 
whoſe Memory Generations yet unborn will 
be bound to bleſs, and all Mankind to have in 
Honour. For, not to make Compariſons be- 


tween Things eminently good in their Kinds, 


ſure we may ſay that this is a Work of moſt 
comprehenſive Uſefulneſs, calculated to ſecure all 
the Comforts, and prevent moſt of the Calami- 
ties incident to Life; of whoſe vaſt Service if 
any want to be convinc'd, let them only conſi- 
der, what it would be to turn the Bulk of 
Mankind wild, and unprincipled, and without 
one virtuous Reſtraint, looſe into the World. 
The Conſequences muſt be ſuch as the coldeſt 
Imagination can repreſent to itſelf in Scenes of 
the utmoſt Horror. But for the Honour of our 
Nature I forbear ſuch mortifying Reflections. 
So far we are got then; Children, as ſuch, 
are at all times fit Objects of our Favour ; their 
Innocence, their dangerous defenceleſs State and 
tender Age give them a true Title to it; but in- 
digent diſtreſs d Children are ſo above others, 
inaſmuch as their Danger in this Caſe is conſi- 
derably encreas'd, and their Condition made 
moſt deplorable ; which 'tis the proper Buſineſs 


of 


L 131 


of Compaſſion to alleviate, and to ſupply the 
Deficiencies of Nature and ill Fortune. Hereby 
the Intent of Providence is fulfill'd, and, inſtead 
of Miſeries and Misfortunes beyond Meaſure, 
Bleſſing and Benefit in great Abundance accruc 
to the Objects themſelves and to Societies. 

But to purſue this Point yet one Step farther. 
If Children, over and above the fore-mention'd 
Recommendations, have the Pretenſion and 
Claim of Propinquity to plead ; if beſides their 
being Children, and Poor Children, they are 
Poor Neighbours Poor Children, born within 
the ſame narrow Circuit, living under our Eye 
in daily Diſtreſs, walking the ſame Streets ſor- 
rowing and complaining where we are rejoycing 
in Plenty and Proſperity ; whoſe Parents and 
Kinsfolks we know, and remember perhaps in 
good Condition and Subſtance, able and ready 
to relieve others, but now wanting Relief them- 
ſelves, ſinking under the Weight of numerous 
Dependents, and ſorrowful Apprehenſions of 
what may by and by become of them; where 
ſuch Circumſtances unite and come into Ac- 
count, nothing ſurely can be wanting to ren- 
der the Caſe compleatly pitiable. It can't be 
{aid here, that we are relieving and benefiting 
we know not whom, Strangers, or Such as more 
properly belong to Others; no, we are relie- 


ving 


[ 24 ] 


ving thoſe we daily ſee and live amongſt, thoſe 
whom perhaps we may be perſonally indebted 
to ſome way or other, on the ſcore of Fidelity, 
or Diligence, or the like good Service; we are 
relieving Friends and Fellow-Citizens, lighten- 
ing a poor Neighbour's Burden that lies too 
heavy upon him, breaks his Spirits, and bends 
him downward. He has been toiling a long 
time with this heavy Clog upon his Induſtry 
and his Mind; full of ill-boding Apprehenſions 
for his Family, and feeling perhaps with the 
Decay of his Health and Strength his Burden 
rather gathering and growing upon him. Reach 
out your, ſeaſonable Encouragement to this poor 
Man, take his Child into your Protection, and 
you chear and comfort him; he gains Strength 
and Reſolution upon it; feels the Load lie light- 
er upon his Shoulders; gets forward and before- 
hand with the World; the whole Family taſtes 
the Benefit of it; and the happy Father, inſtead 
of a thouſand tender Cares and Fears for the 
Welfare of his Child, ſees him put into and 
proceeding on in the right Path, and bidding 
fair to be a Comfort to his old Age, and a Sup- 
port to his Family, when himſelf through In- 
creaſe of Vears or Infirmities can be depended 
upon no longer. If You have any Seeds of Hu- 
manity lodg'd within your Breaſts, ſuch Circum- 
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ſtances will call them forth ; or if Compaſſion 


cannot move you, let Conſiderations of Intereſt 


prevail with you. For neglect this poor Man's 
numerous Family, leave them to follow their own 
Imaginations, and to make the wretched Shift 
they can, and experience the ſad Conſequence, 
They will grow up ſoon into publick Nuilances ; 
infeſt your Families with their idle diſhoneſt 
diſorderly Behaviour ; fill your Streets with Vice 
and Violence; break in upon your Comfort and 
your Security : take the ſame Perſons under 
your Patronage, teach them what is right, find 
Employment for their Talents in ſuitable Pro- 
feſſions and Occupations, and hear how you 
will be repaid. They will be ſerviceable to you 
many Ways by Themſelves and by their Exam- 
ples ; Induſtry, Sobriety, Good Order and Good 
Manners will get Ground amongſt you; your 
City will be ſtock'd with honeſt laborious inge- 
nious Artiſans, ſome of the moſt uſeful Mem- 
bers of a Community; Wealth will encreaſe ; 
there will be no Decay, no leading into Captivity, 
and no Complaining in your Streets. Happy the 
People that are in ſuch a Caſe ! and I declare to 
you,. I know not the Work upon Earth that 
can promote and produce ſuch Happineſs like 
the virtuous Education and Employment of your 
Children, Maturer Age it it very difficult to 


aſſiſt 
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lj aſſiſt in any way that can be effectual and laſt- 
| | ing. It's Misfortunes, the Effects for the moſt 
i | Part of Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, you may mi- 
Wn | tigate perhaps, but you can ſcarce remove. The 
1 Sickneſſes and Infirmities of Advanc'd Age are 
1 ſeldom ſo got over, as to leave it in any good 

| | Degree ſerviceable to the Publick. Other Cha- 

| | rities ſeem to have it but little in their Power to 
| 
| 


promote poſitive Happineſs ; the moſt they can 
propoſe will amount only to ſome Alleviation 
or Abatement of Miſery. Think not I mean to 
ſay ought in Diſparagement of the many excel- 
lent Inſtitutions of this Kind that abound among 
us, God forbid ; I honour and reverence them, 
as every Man muſt that has the leaſt Regard for 
his Country or his Fellow-Creatures : next to 
it's Religion and Government they are confeſs- 
edly ſome of the chief Glories of this Nation, 
and juſtly to be rank'd among the Felicities of 
our Times. Nevertheleſs Truth obliges me to 
ſay, that tis a Thing impoſſible to do Good to 
our Fellow-Creatures in a Way more extenſive 
. and effectual than by providing Youth with ſuit- 
1 able Inſtruction and Profeſſions; a Work this, 
which, if encourag'd and purſued as it might be 
and ought to be, would, if not wholly ſuperſede 
all other Charities, yet very much ſhorten the 

Extent and lighten the Burden of them. | 
I have 
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I have now brought home this Diſcourſe to 
Ourſelves, and the Occaſion of our preſent Meet- 
ing. We are come together to the Houſe of 
God to offer a Sacrifice acceptable in His Sight, 
and of a ſweet-ſmelling Savour; to help and en- 
courage Children, Children in a manner deſti- 
tute of all other Help, Children allied to us by 
many common Ties, Fellow-Creatures, Fellow- 
Subjects, Fellow-Citizens, Fellow-Chriſtians : a 
Work, I fay, that has every poſſible Circum- 
ſtance to recommend it whether of Acceptable- 
neſs to God or Profitableneſs to Men. It has 
for it's Object the improving the Works and ad- 
vancing the Deſigns of Providence ; to the poor 
Children it is ſerviceable beyond what can well 
be conceiv'd; a Source of infinite Satisfaction 
and Comfort to their Families and Friends; be- 
neficial and honourable in a high degree to your 
City and to the Community; and productive of 
ſevenfold Bleſſings into your own Boſoms. Let 
me enlarge a little more on each of theſe Parti- 
culars. I have call'd it a Service acceptable to 

Almighty God, inaſmuch as it coincides with 
the gracious Deſigns of His Providence; and 
the Creator is then honour'd moſt ſignificantly 
when His Creatures are thus cheriſh'd and pro- 
tected. We muſt have ſtrange Notions of God 
to ſuppoſe it His Intention, that poor Creatures 

e ſhould 
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ſhould come into the World and remain there 
in Miſery, wanting every neceſſary Proviſion of 
Life; and that He has beſtow'd on them Ta- 


lents and Abilities to no End or Uſe. The very 


reverſe of all this is His kind Purpoſe, that they 
ſhould know their Share of Comfort as well as 
others, and do their Share of Service too in the 
Stations He has allotted them. They are en- 
dued accordingly with ſuitable Faculties and 
Powers, which Uſe, and Exerciſe, and Improve- 
ment, and Encouragement muſt call forth, and 
direct to their proper Ends. If, for Want of 
theſe, wretched Creatures run wild, and become 
incapable of fulfilling the Intent of their Crea- 
tion, Wo be hereafter (not to the poor Deſti- 
tutes themſelves, for they are nothing to blame, 
but) to thoſe hard-hearted and uncharitable, who, 
by their careleſs or contemptuous Neglect of 
them, were the Occaſion of their being loſt to 
all manner of Uſe, whom timely Care and En- 
couragement might have made Inſtruments of 
much Good to themſelves and to Mankind. 
The whole Sum of Good that may be produc'd, 
or 1s likely to be produc'd by ſuch Charities as 
This, I ſhall not pretend to recount, it is paſt 
all Calculation. The poor Children themſelves 
are brought by this Means out of the Condi- 
tion of meer Brutes almoſt, both as to Indigence 
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and Ignorance, into a rational and ſocial Scene 
of Life, and are created ane w, as it were, to all 
the Purpoſes of Humanity and Uſefulneſs. Tis 
not a flight, inſignificant, and tranſient Boon 
that you beſtow on them, ſuch as is given to 
Day and gone to Morrow, or that muſt fail at 
the End of a ſhort Term; but a ſolid, ſubſtan- 
tial, durable Bleſſing, that will ſtick by them 
for the whole Remainder of their Lives, go a- 
long with them into another Scene, and be a 
probable Means of making them and you Hap- 
py to all Eternity. Nor does the Bleſſing ſtop 
here, but ſpreads and diffuſes itſelf into their Fa- 
milies : the happy Parents, who have felt per- 
haps the Want of ſuch Benefit themſelves, and 


fear'd it for their Children, are overjoy'd at the 


Succeſs ſo much beyond what they could have 
hop'd for. They ſee their Son, ſee him not 
barely with Comfort, but with unſpeakable De- 
light and Tranſport, rais'd from the Condition 


of a Deſtitute to a decent and competent Live- 


lihood, going on with Integrity and Credit in 
his Calling, and growing in Eſteem and Ac- 
ceptation with all good Men. You who are 


Parents, and bleſs'd with virtuous Children, will 


know enough of this without a Prompter ; and 
You who are not ſo may judge of it in ſome 
ſort from the common Feelings of rational De- 
l C 2 light; 
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light; or if you want to know farther, the 
Wiſeſt of Men will inform you in Terms of 
moſt Fatherly Affection, and which could pro- 
ceed only from a Heart full-fraught with Ten- 
derneſs. O my Son, if thine Heart be right, my 
Heart ſhall rejoyce, even mine; yea my Reins ſhall 
rejoyce, when thy Lips ſpeak right Things: and 
again in the ſame Chapter, The Father of the 
Righteous ſhall greatly rejoyce, and He that beget- 
teth a wiſe Child ſhall have Joy of him; thy Fa- 
ther and thy Mother ſhall be glad, and She that 
bare thee ſhall rejoyce. Nor is the Bleſſing con- 
fin'd within the narrow Circle of Family and 
Friends, but multiplies and make it's Way 
ſtrangely, mingles with all their Connexions and 
Intercourſes, and takes in the whole Compaſs 
of City and Community. For to what do you 
conceive it to be owing, that ſo Many of You 
are now qualified to adorn your ſeveral Stations 
with virtuous and reputable Actions ; are doing 
Good of various ſorts in your Generation ; ſer- 
ving your City and your Country in the lauda- 
ble Capacities of good Parents, good Maſters, 
good Magiſtrates, worthy good Men in every 
Relation? that you are here preſent in a Cha- 
racter ſo highly becoming you of Encouragers 
and Patrons of excellent Deſigns? Do you ſup- 
poſe it to be owing to your greater Abilities, or 
better 
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better Diſpoſitions, or natural Superiority of any 
Sort above others? if you do, you are ſadly miſ- 
taken; theſe poor Children are your Equals in 
all theſe Reſpects: to what then, I aſk you a- 
gain, do you imagine it to be owing ? conſider 
with yourſelves, and conſult your own Con- 
ſciences, and they will tell you, it is owing to 
no one Thing ſo much, as to the early and diſ- 
creet Care taken of you by your Parents or Be- 
nefactors, in inſtilling good Principles into your 
Minds, and providing you betimes with ſuitable 
Profeſſions and Occupations. The ſame Cauſes 
will ever produce correſponding Effects; and on 
ſuch Charities, among other Things, muſt your 
City and the Community depend for a like Sup- 
ply, when you are gone off the Stage, or thro' 
Diſability can be ſerviceable in your ſeveral Ca- 
pacities no longer. Nor let it be thought that 
the Benefactors themſelves are alone exempted 
from their Share of the Bleſſing. They have 
their Part, and a very conſiderable Part too ; 
for our Lord hath faid, I ig more bleſſed to give 
than to receive. Charitable Deeds are moſt bleſs- 
ed both in the Act and in the After-Remem- 
brance ; they are bleſs'd in the honourable Eſ- 
teem and Applauſe of Mankind, a Circumſtance 
no good Man will ſet light by; and manifold 
Bleſſings beſides, both direct and reverſional, 


Provi- 
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Providence has annex'd to them ; which one ge- 
nerally ſees fulfill'd, in ſome remarkable Shape 
or other, to the Beneficent and Good. 

One or two Conſiderations there are, pecu- 
liar to the Place and the Time we live in, that 
ought not to be omitted on this Occaſion. 

We live in a Place where Charity has erect- 
ed Monuments, I doubt not to call them the 
Nobleſt and Uſefulleſt the World has to boaſt 
of, This your City is Charity's choſen Seat, one 
may ſay, or favourite Soil, where She has a long 
Time delighted to grow, has ſpread out Her 
Branches, and brought forth Her Fruit in great 
Abundance. It is at no rate either becoming or 
fitting, that in This Place of all others good and 
virtuous Deſigns ſhould want Patrons; the De- 
generacy would be too glaring : it cannot, I ſay, 
be right or decent, that where ſo Many are en- 
joying in full Meaſure the bleſſed Opportunities 
of a learned Education, Others ſhould lie grovel- 
ing in brutal Ignorance and Stupidity ; the In- 
equality is too ſhocking for Humanity to bear. 
If not for Chriſtian Charity then, yet for Chriſt- 
ian Shame let us preſerve among us ſome ſmall 
Portion at leaſt of that antient Spirit, which 
we derive ſo much Benefit from to this Day ; 
and if we cannot attain to the noble Zeal of our 
Forefathers, Thoſe Burning and Shining Lights, 

| that 
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that ſhone forth in ſuch warm Beams of Com- 
fort and Beneficence on their Fellow - Crea- 
tures, let us be fond however of cheriſhing and 
keeping alive ſome few Sparks of that holy 
Flame, to the making glad our People and the City 
of our God, and may God exalt the ſame for ever. 
But why do I exhort thoſe, who are ſo ready 
of their own Accord to do themſelves Honour 
in this Particular? Our famous Univerſity, re- 
membring whence Herſelf aroſe, from out the 
Boſom of Charity, to do Her Juſtice, has been 
long ago moſt forward and fruitful in this Work 
of Well-doing. And, to your Honour I ſpeak 
it, You have been ſo too, and endeavour'd to 
keep Pace with Her in this Courſe and Labour 
of Love. God's Bleſſing light on Both your 
Undertakings, and encreaſe them yet more and 
more abundantly, until Charity ſhall have her per- 
Jet Work. And may you go on together in the 
the true Spirit of Beneficence, in mutual Amity 
and Agreement, exhorting one another, and pro- 
voking one another to Love and to Good Works ; 
Such Good Works, as will redound to the Praiſe. 
of this Place and the Profit of Poſterity ; will 
ſubſiſt in Effect and Service when Cities and U- 
niverſities ſhall be no more, when Tongues and 
Propheſyings ſhall ceaſe, All Human Attainments 
and Accompliſhments, All but Charity Itſelf, 
ſhall vaniſh away. | An- 
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Another Article I have to mention of a more 
delicate Sort; and yet I flatter myſelf I ſhall be 
able to mention it without giving juſt Cauſe of 
Offence to Any: to do otherwiſe would ill ſuit 
with the Intention of this beneficent Occaſion, 
It is well known the Work of Contention has 
been of late rife in our Border, to the long In- 
terruption of Love and Friendſhip, and the Loſs 
of much good Peace among us. It gives one a 
ſenſible Pleaſure to ſee Charity, that has been 
almoſt frighted away by the harſh Voice of Diſ- 
cord, once more returning to us, and Mens 
Hearts opening again to Acts of Humanity and 
Tenderneſs towards their Fellow-Creatures. Oc- 
caſions of Charity are lovely at all Times, but ſure 
never more ſo than after ſad Scenes of Hoſtility 
and Hatred, that muſt needs appear moſt o- 
dious upon the Compariſon. I do not touch 
upon theſe Things in order to revive paſt Diſ- 
ſenſions, you will not ſuppoſe I do; no Man 
has beheld their unchriſtian Effects with a more 
real and hearty Concern. May all thoſe Ani- 
moſities, and the Memory of them, periſh for 


ever from off this good Land. My Deſign in 


mentioning them is only to remark, how op- 
portunely and ſeaſonably ſuch Occaſions of Cha- 


rity come in to ſoften and ſweeten Mens Minds, 


and to renew the Face of Friendſhip and Good- 
| Neighbour- 


* 
8 
2 

3 
= 
.—= 8. 
8 
4 * 
1 
24 
* * 
f £ 
* 
* 
7 


E 
Neighbourhood. Tis of the Nature of ſuch 
Actions to dilate and enlarge and work them- 
ſelves into the whole Man, to the attempering 
and harmonizing every Thing harſh and out of 
Tune within us. May they have this bleſſed 
Effe& upon your Minds, and be the Means of 
reſtoring a laſting Peace and Tranquillity among 
you. Though I have not the Honour to bear 
any Relation to your City, I with no worſe to 
it, or to any one Member belonging to it, than 
that Harmony and Friendſhip, Good-will and 
Good Offices may abound in this Place ; and 
that all the Contention henceforward may be, 
Which of You ſhall appear moſt active and zeal- 
ous in the Service of God and of Religion, moſt 
ſteadily attach'd to the Beſt of Kings and of 
Governments, moſt ſtudious to promote Chari- 
ty and Liberality to one another. Theſe are 
Contentions you can never purſue to Exceſs or 
Fault; that will not give Pain and Uneaſineſs, 
and diſpleaſe a Man's Self, as moſt Others will 
be found to do at a ſerious and cool Hour ; they 
are Contentions that will afford you Satisfaction 


to your lateſt Breath; whoſe Property it is not 


to increaſe Sins, but to cover the Multitude of 

them. 
Once more, not to forejudge Events, which 
are in Wiſe and Good Hands, and whereof it is 
D at 
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at no rate the Province of Private Perſons to 
predetermine, certain it is that Appearances 
ſeem to beſpeak us on the Brink of a hazardous 
and waſting War. We wiſh well to our King 
and our Country, I hope All of us; not to do 
ſo were moſt Ungrateful and Unnatural ; but 
the greateſt Part of us, I doubt, are uſed to con- 
tent ourſelves with our good Wiſhes, and leave 
the more active Part of the Undertaking to other 
Hands. Nevertheleſs it behoveth us to remem- 
ber, that though we may not be call'd upon, or 
be properly qualified to promote our Country's 
Cauſe in the Field, or to proſecute It's Buſineſs 
in the Great Waters, yet that Every One of us 
has in his Hand an Inſtrument of moſt effica- 
cious Uſe and Service on ſuch Occaſions, tis 
Alms-doing I mean, which, according to the 
Son of Siracb, will fight for us againſt our Ene- 
mies better than a mighty Shield and a ſtrong Spear, 
and may be a Means of forwarding that Suc- 
ceſs, which late Experience has ſhewn that Fleets 
and Armies, even when ſupported with the Beſt 
Cauſe, cannot always ſecure. 

But after all, Conſiderations that come home 
to Mens Own Buſineſs and their Boſoms will be 
the moſt likely to prevail with them. You then 
who are call'd upon to commiſerate and relieve 
Diſtreſs, remember 'tis the Diſtreſs of a Fellow- 

Creature, 
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Creature, and what You Vourſelves are alſo liable 
to, if not in the Same Shape, yet in a Variety 
of other Shapes as afflifting altogether. You 
hold your Fortunes, your Limbs, your Senſes 
by no ſurer Tenure, than ſuch as Accidents of 
many Sorts may deprive you of the next Hour. 
Or, though Your Lot ſhould fall in a fairer 
Ground, you may have Children by and by in 
the Condition of theſe poor Objects, and depend- 
ent on this very Charity for Relief; and only 
think what a Legacy you will leave them, and 
what a Recommendation to the Care and Pro- 
tection of Good and Good Men, by leaving 
them the reſpectable Title of Deſcendants from 
Parents, who in their better Days were always 
ready to comfort the Diſtreſs'd and Deſtitute, 
and remarkable for their many good Actions of 
this Kind. 


But if you are ready to ſay in this your Pro- 


ſperity, you ſhall never be remov'd, and that Af- 


fluence and a full Fortune have plac'd You and 


Yours out of the Reach of Diſtreſs; then look 


forward to a more certain Event, to the Hour 
of Death, that overtakes all and ſurprizes ma- 
ny; and imagine what ſtrong Conſolations will 


then be derivd to you from your good Ac- 


tions, when all other Reſources fail; Conſola- 


tions which the Hard-hearted and Uncharitable 


D: 2 would 
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would gladly POE in that diſtreſsful Hour 


at any Prige. 


There is One more intereſting Conſideration 


-yet behind, and there is but one. Look on 


then to the moſt tremendous Scene of all, I 
mean that of future Judgement and Account; 
and know, that all Acts of Mercy and Charity, 
the good Deed of This Day among the reſt, 
will there be found regiſtred in your Favour ; 
will be rehears'd openly in the Sight of Men 
and Angels, and accepted by your Judge Him- 
ſelf with this moſt gracious and comfortable 
Conſtruction, Foraſmuch as ye have done it to One 
of the Leaſt of theſe my Brethren ye have done it 
unto Me. 

Encouragements greater than "theſe not the 
Tongues of Men or of Angels can expreſs, nei- 
ther can Imagination form : 'tis impoſſible for 
me to add any thing thereto, beſides my hearty 
Prayers to Almighty God, to bleſs Every One 
here preſent with the Ability to do Good, and 
with all the Satisfaction and Comfort, preſent 
and future, that belong to the doing it; and this 


for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake. 


L ately publiſh'd by the ſame AuTHoR, 


An Act Sermon, and an Acceſſion Sermon, Both Preach'd be- 
fore the Univerſity, and Publiſh'd at the Requeſt of the Vice- 
Chancellor and Heads of Houſes. 


